
OWNER’S BRIEF
Following a lifetime 
of living in grand, 
historic buildings 
with towering 
ceilings, the owner 
wanted to replicate 
the same quality 
of living but on 
the picturesque 
riverside in the 
city of Haarlem, 
just outside of 
Amsterdam.

Solar panels cover the rooftop of this timber-clad Dutch houseboat

Sitting on    
the river
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Photography  Eva Bloem

Floating on top of the rippling 
surface of the River Spaarne is  
an energy-neutral houseboat 
designed with three main wishes:  
to be spacious, contemporary and 
full of light. While the timber-clad 
ark may seem compact from the 
outside, Van Ommeren Architecten 
have cleverly built into the water 
and, through creative use of the 

submerged section of the property, the 
owner is able to enjoy their desired ceiling 
height. Strategically placed windows also 
assist in opening up the home, letting light 
flood in as well as providing views across 
the river. Inside, stark white walls and a 
neutral interior colour palette enable the 
scenery to take centre stage. “The huge 
window at the waterside reflects the 
movement of the water on the ceilings, 
which gives the whole house a magical 
atmosphere,” says Joeri Van Ommeren.
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ARCHITECT’S QUESTIONS
What do you have to take into 
consideration when designing a 
houseboat? We want to be sure it floats! 
Apart from this, the fact that it sits  
partially below water created a challenge 
to the designer who needed to explore  
how to utilise the daylight available.

Why was timber cladding the best 
material for the exterior? The wood 
façade symbolises the dynamics of the 
river. Most houseboats have painted 
wood cladding. We chose a durable, 
maintenance-free type of hardwood. The 
detailing had a lot of depth as a reaction  
to the brick façades along the river. 

The houseboat is energy neutral.  
How did you achieve this? Energy 
neutral means that the house produces 
more energy than it uses on a yearly basis.  
In this particular case, the system is  
all electric, with warm water buffer  
tanks for floor heating and warm water. 
There are two air-heat pumps and 46  
solar panels on board. As architects  
we want to make integrated high-end  
design with extra comfort. 
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ARCHITECT &  
INTERIOR DESIGN
Van Ommeren 
Architecten 
vo-a.com 

BUILDER & 
CONTRACTOR
De Blauwe  
Wiimpel Dieman

STRUCTURAL 
ENGINEER 
Van Ommeren 
Architecten 

DOORS
Saint Gobain

WINDOWS
Reynaers

TIMBER 
CLADDING
Profile Free Willy® 
Padauk exterior 
wooden cladding

PROJECT NOTES 
 



67
enki | the home of design and architecture

architecture | case study

HOME PROFILE
PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
This contemporary 
houseboat is seemingly 
small from the outside but 
unexpectedly includes three 
bedrooms, four bathrooms 
plus a music room, office, 
storage rooms and more. 
Two heat pumps and a roof 
covered in solar panels 
ensure the client can  
benefit from an energy-
neutral lifestyle

LOCATION
The historic city of  
Haarlem situated in the  
west of the Netherlands

BUILD TIME 
12 months

AREA
Gross build area 210 sq. m


